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CalOSBA August Newsletter 

CalOSBA’s monthly newsletter features the most recent announcements from 

the State of California, along with resources available for all small businesses 

across our diverse communities. 

Calif ornia Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program New Rounds 

Announced 

The California Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program provides 

competitive micro-grants ranging from $5,000 to $25,000 to eligible small 
businesses and nonprofits impacted by COVID-19 and the related health and 

safety restrictions. On 7/14, Governor Newsom signed into law the largest 
economic recovery package in state history. The additional $1.5 billion 

expansion, for a total of $4 billion, makes California’s small business relief 
program the largest in the country. The funding will support small businesses 

and nonprofits that have been highly impacted by COVID-19. 

“With three new rounds to aid equitable economic recovery, California is 

keeping its promise to small businesses, families and individuals to push back 

http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f77396d396f33
http://business.ca.gov/calosba
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2021/07/13/california-roars-back-governor-newsom-highlights-immediate-relief-for-californians-as-part-of-largest-economic-recovery-package-in-state-history/


         
           

        

        

             
          

             
         

  

       

       

            
          

           
            

            
  

     

            

     

      
 

         
      

     

         
        

             
             

            
          

          
        

         

      
 

        
         

     

           
                 

          

on the pandemic-induced f inancial hardships and create the environment for 
small businesses to come back better than before,” said Tara Lynn Gray, 
Director of the Office of the Small Business Advocate. 

T he dates f or the new f unding rounds are below: 

In accordance with the signed legislation (SB 151), there will be a closed round 

for existing eligible applicants who were waitlisted in previous rounds. These 

applicants do not need to reapply. There will be at least one additional round 

for nonprofit cultural institutions. Additional information can be found at 
CAReliefGrant.com and below: 

Round 7 : Waitlisted applicants f rom certain previous rounds 

Selection Window: T uesday, August 3rd through T hursday, September 

16th 

Eligible applicants: This is a closed round and only available to eligible applicants 

who were waitlisted in certain previous rounds – only existing waitlisted 

applicants will be selected to move forward in the validation and verif ication 

review process. Selection does not guarantee approval or an award. If you were 

waitlisted, you do not need to reapply. New applications will not be accepted 

in this round. 

Eligible grant award: $5,000 to $25,000 

Details: This is a closed funding round; no new applications will be accepted 

Round 8: Nonprof it cultural institutions only: 

Application window: Friday, August 27 th through Wednesday, 
September 8th 

Eligible applicants: Only non-profit cultural institutions with any revenue size 

that meet eligibility criteria found at CAReliefGrant.com 

Eligible grant award: $5,000 – $25,000 

Details: Approximately $16 Million dollars remain under the Nonprofit Cultural 
Institutions Program. Eligible nonprofit cultural institutions must complete a 

new application even if they already applied in Rounds 1,2, 5, or 6.; nonprofit 
cultural institutions that applied in Round 4 do not need to re-apply; grants will 
only be available to nonprofit cultural institutions that did not receive funding in 

any previous rounds; grants will be prioritized based on the documented 

percentage revenue declines based on a reporting period comparing Q2 and 

Q3 of 2020 versus Q2 and Q3 of 2019 

Round 9: New Applicants and Waitlisted applicants f rom certain previous 

rounds 

Application window: T hursday, September 9th through T hursday, 
September 30th 

Eligible applicants: current waitlisted applicants from certain previous rounds 

and new applicants that meet eligibility criteria found at CAReliefGrant.com 

Eligible grant award: $5,000 – $25,000 

Details: Applicants not selected to move forward in the review process in 

Rounds 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, or 7 do not need to re-apply and will be automatically moved 

into Round 9. New applicants will need to apply at CAReliefGrant.com 

https://CAReliefGrant.com
https://CAReliefGrant.com
https://CAReliefGrant.com
https://CAReliefGrant.com


      

       

           

      

      

      

          
   

          

            
    

  

  

      

          

          

 

        
 

Additional inf ormation can be f ound at www.CARelief Grant.com 

Calif ornia Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program T ips 

Question: Where can small businesses and nonprof its get help on how to 

apply? 

The CA Relief Grant website (Application Tips): 
https://careliefgrant.com/tips/ 

The CA Relief Grant website (Application Videos): 
https://careliefgrant.com/videos-on-demand/ 

The CA Relief Grant website (Partner Webinars): 
https://careliefgrant.com/webinars/ 

The CA Relief Grant website (Arts and Cultural Program for eligible 

nonprofit cultural institutions): https://careliefgrant.com/arts-and-
culture/ 

Over 500 Statewide Partners in every county and in 18 languages: 
https://careliefgrant.com/ 

Question: Who can I contact to get updates on my application status or 

assistance with the application portal? 

Lendistry Contact Information: 

Call Center hours: 

Monday – Friday – 7AM – 7PM 

* Call Center for Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program: 888.612.4370 

* Call Center for Arts & Cultural Institutions/Round 8 only: 866.759.5320 

Email: careliefgrant@lendistry.com 

Calif ornia Family Farmer (CAFF) Emergency and Drought Relief Funds 

Are Open! 

http://www.careliefgrant.com/
https://careliefgrant.com/tips/
https://careliefgrant.com/videos-on-demand/
https://careliefgrant.com/webinars/
https://careliefgrant.com/arts-and-culture/
https://careliefgrant.com/
mailto:careliefgrant@lendistry.com


            
            

        
         

           
          

        
           

            
           

   

          
     

        
             

            
  

        

       
        

From wildfires to drought to global pandemics, farming is risky business. This is 

even more true for smaller family farms and those from Black, Indigenous and 

People of Color (BIPOC), immigrant, and disadvantaged communities. Despite 

being the heart of our local food systems, these community-scale 

entrepreneurs too often fall between the cracks of traditional safety nets and 

government aid. That’s where we come in. The California Family Farmer 
Emergency Fund offers direct f inancial support to small-scale farmers 

impacted by disaster with the aim of helping them weather the storm. 

Eligibility 

Family farmers who are actively working the land, derive a portion of their 
income from their own farm business, and are involved in the day-to-day 

operations of the farm 

Farmers whose operations make a minimum of $10,000 and a maximum 

of $400,000 in gross sales annually 

Because of systems of historic oppression, the most vulnerable 

populations often bear the brunt of a crisis. For this reason, at least 50% 

of all grant funds will be awarded to farmers of color, immigrant farmers, 
and undocumented farmers. 

Learn more about the CAFF Program by clicking here. 

Access the Labor Workf orce and Development Agency Coronavirus 

Employer Portal f or Inf ormation About Saf e & Compliant Operations 

https://www.caff.org/cafamilyfarmeremergencyfund/?link_id=0&can_id=7a41fff1371ff02170a7d2d0cbc9ca64&source=email-farms-in-crisis-new-job-opportunities-farm-videos-more&email_referrer=email_1246595&email_subject=step-up-for-farms-in-crisis


            
          

        
            

         
  

       

          
  

          
              
   

Select your county and industry to create a tailored road map of information 

for your business to ensure safe and compliant operations and/or reopening. 

The Labor Workforce and Development Agency Coronavirus Employer Portal 
has been updated with changes to state guidance that are effective June 15th, 
as well as Cal/OSHA’s revised Emergency Temporary Standards that are 

effective June 17th. 

You can access the portal by clicking here. 

Wildf ire Season is Here. Access Resources to Help Your Business Prepare 

T hrough Outsmart Disaster. 

Small businesses can face many disruptions to their operations. Be prepared 

and make a plan so that your business can continue to operate or reopen in 

case a disaster strikes. 

https://www.labor.ca.gov/coronavirus2019/employer-portal/


   
   

      
       
      

            
  

         
               

          
   

           

           
          

     

         
         
         

         
           
           

         
    

       

       

There are multiple resources available to help you create a plan of operation 

for your business. 

The Outsmart Disaster campaign aims to equip California businesses with 

the tools they need to get back to business faster in the face of any disaster. 
Take the Business Resilient Challenge or review the Resiliency Toolkit. Visit 
www.Outsmartdisaster.com for more information 

View the Disaster Relief Resource Guide to f ind additional state and federal 
resources. 

Connect with a local advisor and Center today to get no-cost one-on-one 

consulting or no- to low-cost training to prepare your business. Visit 
business.ca.gov/centers to f ind your center. 

-

The California Office of the Small Business Advocate (CalOSBA) supports 

economic growth and innovation and ensures that ALL California small 
businesses and innovative startups have the information and direct support 
they need to better navigate resources, programs and regulations. CalOSBA 

serves as the voice of small business, representing their views and interests 

across the state and advocating for equitable access to capital, markets, and 

networks so that all California small businesses successfully start, manage, 
grow and become more resilient. 

For more small business resources and inf ormation, visit 

business.ca.gov/calosba. 

Calif ornia Of f ice of the Small Business Advocate (CalOSBA) 

1325 J Street, Sacramento You are receiving this email because you 

CA 95814 United States signed up on our website, registered for a 

previous webinar, or attended an ETF event. 
business.ca.gov/zendesk 

Unsubscribe 
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https://twitter.com/CaliforniaOSBA
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https://business.ca.gov/advantages/small-business-innovation-and-entrepreneurship/
http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f77396d396f33
http://www.outsmartdisaster.com/
https://business.ca.gov/advantages/small-business-innovation-and-entrepreneurship/disaster-relief-resource-guide/
https://business.ca.gov/advantages/small-business-innovation-and-entrepreneurship/how-we-can-help/covid-19-resources-map/
https://business.ca.gov/advantages/small-business-innovation-and-entrepreneurship/
https://www.mailerlite.com/
https://business.ca.gov/zendesk



